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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: BRITISH VESSEL AVON FOREST PROCEEDING TO KAO-HSIUNG 
REF: (A) HONG KONG 10990 AND (B) HONG KONG 11036 

1 . THE UNITED KINGDOM AND HONG KONG GOVERNMENT ARE MOST 
GRATEFUL FOR EMBASSY WILLINGNESS TO HELP. THEY SUGGEST 
THAT ANY APPROACHES COULD BE ON THE FOLLOWING LINES: 

A. THE TAIWANESE SHOULD BE ASKED TO LAND THE REFUGEES, 

WHO SHIP'S AGENTS AY ARE ALL ETHNIC VIETNAMESE, FOR 
NORMAL RESETTLEMENT PROCESSING, MAKING POINTS (A) AND 
(B) IN REFTEL (A), PARA 3, 1.E. INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE 

AND HONG KONG'S ATTITUDE TO TAIWANESE VESSELS ARRIVING 
WITH REUFGEES. EMBASSY MAY ADD THAT WHEN REFUGEES ARE 
LANDED IN HONG KONG FOR PEOCESSING, NO GUARANTEES ARE 
SOUGHT FROM THE AUTHORITIES UNDER WHOSE FALG THE VESSEL 
IS SAILING. 

B. IF THE TAIWANESE REMAIN ADAMANT THEY SHOULD THEN 
BE TOLD THAT SINCE THE "AVON FOREST" IS REGISTERED 
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IN A UNITED KINGDOM PORT, THE UNITED KINGDOM IS 
WILLING TO ACCEPT ALL THE REFUGEES FROM IT WHO 
ARE NOT RESETTLED ELSEWHERE AFTER THREE MONTHS. 

THERE IS THUS NO DANGER OF ANY OF THESE REFUGEES 
REMAINING IN TAIWAN FOR LONGER THAN THREE MONTHS. 

2. STRICTLY FOR YOUR OWN INFORMATION, IF THE TAIWANESE 
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REJECT THIS U K GUARANTEE, THE HONG KONG GOVT MIGHT 

BE PREAPRED TO HAVE THE REFUGEES SENT BY AIR TO HONG KONG 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER LANDING AT KAOHSIUNG (ARRANGEMENTS 

WOULD BE MADE BY THE ICEM OFFICE IN HONG KONG THROUGH 

THE JOINT VOLAG REP IN TAIWAN), PROVIDED THEY COULD 

THEN BE MOVED TO AN ONWARD DESTINATION - PROBABLY THE 

UK OR CANADA - WITHIN A FEW DAYS. HOWEVER, THERE IS 

STILL SOME DOUBT ABOUT WHETHER ONWARD TRAVEL FROM 

HONG KONG CAN BE ARRANGED SIFFICENTLY QUICLY: HONG 

KONG GOVT MIGHT SUGGEST IN THAT CASE THAT THE REFUGEES BE LANDED 

ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THEY CAN BE SENT BY AIR TO 

HONG KONG AFTER A DELAY OF NOT MORE THAN ONE OR TWO 

WEEKS. THE U K AND H K WOULD, IN ANY CASE, WISH TO 

KNOW THE TERMS IN WHICH THE TAIWANESE REJECTED THE 

U K 3-MONTH GUARANTEE BEFORE DECIDING THE NEXT MOVE. 

3. THE HONG KONG GOVT UNDERSTANDS THAT CANADA IS PREPARED 
TO GIVE PRIORITY CONSIDERATION TO THESE REFUGEES WITHIN 
THEIR OVERALL QUOTA FOR PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT OF 

50 VIETNAMESE FAMILIES PER MONTH. HOWEVER, THIS 
MIGHT REQUIRE THE REFUGEES TO BE IN HONG KONG FOR PROCESS- 
ING FOR UP TO TWO WEEKS, WHICH MAY NOT BE ACCEPTABLE 
TO THE HONG KONG GOVT. FURTHERMORE, THERE IS NO 
INDICATION AT PRESENT THAT ANY OR ALL OF THE REFUGEES 
WOULD BE WILLING TO GO TO CANADA. THE SHIPS' AGENTS 
IN TAIPEI MAY ALREADY BE AWARE OF THE CANADIAN OFFER, 
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BUT NOT OF ITS ATTENDANT DIFFICULTIES. THEY SHOULD 
THEREFORE BE DISCOURAGED FROM BELIEVING THAT IT COULD 
PROVIDE AN EARLY SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM AND FROM 
METNIONING IT TO THE TAIWANESE AUTHORITIES. 

4. THE UK AND HK GOVERNMENTS WOULD BE GRATEFUL TO 
KNOW EMBASSY ASSESSMENT OF THE LIKELY TAIWANESE REACTION 
TO AN APPROACH ON THESE LINES AND FOR COMMENTS ON ANY 
OTHER FACTORS WHICH MIGHT AFFECT THE OUTCOME. 

THEY ARE, OF COURSE, CONTENT TO LEAVE TO EMBASSY 
DISCRETION THE TIMING OF ANY APPROACHES AND THE STAGE 
AT WHICH THE UK 3-MONTH OFFER IS MADE. 

SHOESMITH 
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